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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/298,521 



Examiner 

Alain L. Bashore 



Applicant(s) 
BLAGG ETAL 



Art Unit 

3624 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 8-12-02; 9-13-02; 3-11-03 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2t>0 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) [3 Claim(s) 7-22 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)\Z\ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) (3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 17: 18 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 

121: 

I. Claims 1-18 drawn to a method classified in class 705, subclass 35. 

II. Claims 19-22 drawn to a method classified in class 705, subclass 
35. 



2. Inventions Group I and II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). 

In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of 
the subcombination as claimed because: there is claimed in the subcombination which 
is not claimed in the combination: selecting the dependent account to be matured into a 
key account. 

The subcombination has separate utility such as a method of maturing accounts 
without group processing facilitation. 
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3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. A telephone call was made to Mr. Hamilton on 5-21-03 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alain L. Bashore whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1884. The examiner can normally be reached on about 7:00 am to 4:30 pm 
(Monday thru Thursday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 
for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 
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. 7. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1113. 
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Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised . 
format as set forthrbelow. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January 3 1 1 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

http://www.usptOvgov/wcb/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/revamd ). The revised amendment 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1 .121 by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applic v.ts may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and ' 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, b.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of $ese sections must begin on 
a separate sheet This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. ^ 

Two veraiona of amended nartfri no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

A) Amendmenti toy thy claims ^ 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a 
complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing WW Serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the appl ication, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetic j expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim # J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim # J, or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims beinft currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
stnkethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" wi ll include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version. t:e., without any markings, 
^ny claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



1 The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototy pe program is described in USPTO AWWL'SCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSING, 1265 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 87 (Dec. 17, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies onlv lo Art Units 1634 
2827 and 2834. 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

HnL^f^T f ~ vid « d T ln . thiS flyer after 1 ' 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 

organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

°° N ° T USE the Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the. accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice, material 
form, instruction or other information. ' 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to- 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1450 





Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effectively 1 , 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for ' 
-Maa^r4V l "' rkS *° C ° rreS ' ,6ndln9 st 9P designations (e.g. , "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

S nlp?n.^ M f 2 l MarQh 25 ' 2003) - A «** Qf federal Reg/ster notice is available 
on the USPTO s web site at http;//www.usDto.qov/web/menu/current html#regi5;ter 

JnWiStSff qific ^° mailing addresses (See Patents- specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http.V/www.usntn n nv/ ma in/contac.ts htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice the Official 
Q^m, the Office's Internet Wfeb site (www.usoto novHn determine the appr6pria#a1dress 
and Ma, Stop Desigriatioh (if Applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the US^TO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). ; • . ■ 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 3Q8 : 4357 or tollTfreerari-8lO-?3@-91§9 ' • , ;;V. 



Attachment for PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or etdier) 

The below text replices the pre-printed text under the beading, 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Chtoges, M on the tok 
of the PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. CormttM«rbf«nuUiCks~J7CfRt.JS / 

New corrected drawings oust be filed with the change* incocpoaied therein 
likijiijlai itdh ill if provided. rhouM ***** che title of the itvemkxt 
inventor's name, tad application number, or docket number (if any) if tn 
appucarioostts^huswbeeaaatt^ Ifthiiwformecioois 
provided, k must be placed oa the front of each ito»d©e«e«d wio^ftihew^ 
inargta. iTconecrt drawings are reouM^ 

37). the newdnwaags MUST be filed wkhifl the THREE MONTH shortened 
ibauttryperJodeettei^mtheNote 

stay NOT be piiahi i mitt the provtoont of 17 CFR UWa) or (b) ferHling 
the corrected drawings after the meiUng of e Notice of Altowability m*. 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
theOffkialOriftsperson. 

2. Corrtctteas ether the* Informalities Meted by Draftsperson en form PTO- 
941. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted n> (he Orartsperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporateo into the new. 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the j?Fi»caiion will be 
allowed No changes be permitted to be made. oth«r -run correction 01 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propose changes 

Timing of Correction! 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrections wuhin the 
time period set in the att ached Qffice communication Sec 3" CFR 
185(a). 

Failure to take corrective action \utlun the set per. J ^ill result in 
ABANDONMENT the jppliciiMn 



